New Moon in Aquarius-Beginnings, manifestation, realization

ZOON
Definition: The animal, or the complex animal, that comes forth from a single egg.
The egg of the mother, from the waters of creation. Aquarius is the water that triggers growth and represents the primordial waters from which all life began. it is space, intention, and time. Zoon is the beginning of the higher and more complex animals which includes humans. It is also the origin and focus of our zodiac calendar.
What you will need for this January New Moon working:
* Space for yourself. A place you can focus on yourself and only you. No kiddos, no Hubbins, no phone. Just you. It is necessary for this work.
*a glass vial or container with a lid, or cork. 
*a cauldron or bowl. 

Aquarius is the last air sign in the zodiac. -But it's the new year, surely it's the first air sign...right? Nah. The zodiacal calendar actually starts in Aries and ends in Pisces, at the Vernal (Spring) equinox.
The zodiac is a rather complicated thing because it has changed throughout time. 
The Babylonians created the first zodiac. Known as the MUL. APIN, or the "path of the Moon". It consists of 17 or 18 stations -obvious direct predecessors of what eventually became our 12-sign sun-path zodiac in the West.  
Way back in Babylonian times, Aquarius was GU.LA (The Great One), and represented the god "Ea", the water god. It contained the winter solstice in the Early Bronze Age. In Greek astronomy, the sign became simplified as a single vase from which a stream poured down into Piscis Austrinus (the Southern fish).
The zodiac is an interesting look back through time. It gives a glimpse into the thoughts and feelings of our ancestors, marks the changes in our astronomical neighborhood, and how we as humans, were affected by -or believed we were- affected by the emittance and positions of "the gods".
Since this new moon is focused on Aquarius as we know it now, that's where we'll be aligning this working. However, the energies and methods in which the working will be accomplished are steeped deeply in Babylonian lore.
In Genesis 1:2, the raging ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness, and considered to be "formless and void",  and the "Spirit of God" was moving over the water. In the Torah, ‘al-pənê hammāyim means "over the face of the waters".
In the Enuma Elish, the first know creation story, the birth of the gods and the creation of the universe and human beings began in the swirling waters of chaos. Out of this swirl, the waters are divided into sweet, fresh water, known as the god Apsu, and salty bitter water, the goddess Tiamat. Once differentiated, the union of these two entities gave birth to the younger gods.
For a full video of the Enuma Elish, you can go here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5btTPN-NmM It's an hour long but will give you a good understanding.
On one hand, this New Moon working can be considered as a forethought to the Spring Equinox "seed" work that we do in March; especially considering that the Spring equinox focuses on placing energy into new beginnings, and the stirring of what we have been focused on, or have given energy to...like the seed, as it begins to make it's move upwards from the previously frozen Winter Earth.
Aquarius, air/thought -what have we been pouring our thoughts and emotions into? What matters most? According to many creation myths, it is from the great waters, that all life began. 
It is from the waters of our mother's womb that we spring forth. From one egg, comes the complex animal, or "zoon".
It was said that the Great Fish (Pisces Austrinus) swallowed the waters poured out from the Aquarian vase, and then were able to give birth to the little fish, or the constellation of Pisces as we know it.
Water is life-sustaining, and brings healing and calm, but it can also bring destruction. As a metaphor, we often refer to this as "the seed splitting", and the creation/destruction aspects of such depends on your point of view.
It's beautiful to see the flowers coming forth in the Spring. It brings a sense of comfort, calm, and rejuvenation. It marks the time that we can soon come out of our Winter shelters and safely and comfortably go outside and enjoy it; but, underneath the soil, a most destructive thing is happening. The force of the water softens the shell, and the force of the growth of the affected plant breaks through its protective layer and begins the process of pushing toward the light. 
Destruction as an act of creation. One thing must perish or change drastically, for life to continue.
What energies and activities are pitted against each other, and why?
It is during this time that we often realize that certain things we have done or do, have contributed to what we have or haven't manifested in our lives. These actions are a direct response to our spiritual and emotional balance, and the consistency of those actions is the "water" in which the fish swallow, or the seed reacts to. 
It is the waters of creation, that womb stuff that holds "what will become". 
So at the Spring equinox, we are met with the realization and the manifestation of the consistency or womb of a one-year cycle. What we realize and begin to change at Spring equinox, with proper focus, will, and intent, will begin to show signs by Yule, and grow into what it will be by the following Spring Equnox. 
If it's not showing signs of what you want it to be, now is the time to make changes. We have come to symbolize this action as "making new year resolutions" at the mark of our calendar end. Aligned with the Dog Star Sirius, some make this a ritual of purpose, change, and manifestation. Some just view it as a good time to rid the garden of weeds, and change habits for better ones.
Nothing comes without effort. 
It is during this time we make ready the garden for planting. During this time, we pour our waters into the cauldron or womb of creation. 
Dark moon water 
In a clear glass vessel, gather water. Yeah, it can be from your sink. You can also buy some Spring water or gather it from your local stream. It's up to you and how much you want to or can feasibly put, into this working. 
Sit with the water vessel, close your eyes and meditate. Think and feel all of the things that have been a focus or affected you over the past year. Think of what you want to accomplish. Think of the things that hold you back, Think of the places, people, food, habits, etc and what all of those things contribute to or take away from your goals.
Perhaps you carb too much? Why? emotions, most likely. What emotions have you self-medicating with food? 
Perhaps you don't move as much as you should? Why? Is it a living arrangement or a health issue? Focus on how to make your living space more hospitable. 
Smoke? Uh-oh. Maybe begin to take steps to quit.
Anxiety? Why? What is the thing that haunts you the most?  
9 times out of 10, you're going to find that your emotions have created the habits, situations, and thought processes that create the consistency that gives or takes in your life.
As you meditate, into the water these realizations go.
Now, think about what you want to change. How do you go about changing them?
If you come to a conclusion that you are stuck, and that for change to occur, some pretty big things must be removed or changed, then start small and begin to research what to do, how to get there, how to make small moves, put a quarter or a dollar in a lock-box, make conversation, etc.
Now, pour your water into a small cauldron or bowl. 
Stir the waters with your finger, and again, bring all of the emotions and thoughts of what you want and need into your mind and heart. Feel the stream of these emotions, intentions, desires, and thoughts move down your arm, into your fingers, and then released into the water as your slowly stir.
Think of the ways you are willing and committed to change to get what you want and feel that love and commitment to purpose in your chest. Hold it there for a minute. When it feels right, breathe this over the face of the water.
At this time, you can write down ideas in your journal, continue meditations, or do any other work you feel is appropriate. Light a few candles and a stick of incense, make some smelly good, or purpose-driven perfumed oils, body sprays, or lotions, put on some music, and raise the energy that gives you strength, focus, vitality, and overall a good feeling or mood of empowerment. 
Let the water sit in the bowl for the remainder of the day or night by placing it in a place facing the dark sky/new moon.
When you are ready, place the water back into the glass vessel, and close it tightly.
It will stay here until the first week of February. Imbolc on February 1st marks the beginning of "seed working". I like to work the seed work at full moon. This year, the Full Moon is on Sunday, February 5th.
At Imbolc/g (first stirrings), a seed is planted. It will be watered with the water from the Zoon New Moon working, and cared for throughout the remainder of Winter. 
If you work with Chinese astrology, then this year's Water-Rabbit should give more than enough "carrots to chew on", as we can easily work water bunnies into the Aquarian magic set.
If you haven't read my "Keys to Having a Productive & Enjoyable Water-Rabbit Year", now is definitely the time to do that, if such a custom, integration, or curiosity is currently darkening your doorstep. 
As always, if you have questions, kindly drop me a note. 
Sincerely, 
Ari

*Please Note! The audio of this text is a little different and has a lot more discussion. Jason (Mizdimma) offers information about a dream he had that syncs up well with this working as well, so if you're a fan of Skyrim and the Elder Scrolls, or are working with the 218 current, nihilistic, or chaos magic, it's very interesting for you too!
We will be discussing all of this more in-depth on Sunday's Ravynmoon's Hex podcast, so be sure to tune in to Dance with the Dead Radio (dancewiththedeadradio.com) at 10 am Central, 11 am Eastern, 9 am for all you folks out in NMU territory, and 6 am SLT in Second Life.   
LINKS:
Ravynmoon Official Online Book of Shadows: https://ravynmoon.com/hexenriit.html
Dance with the Dead Radio: https://dancewiththedeadradio.com









 
 
  

 
 

 


